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Claire Stark • staff writer
Members of campus celebrated Earth 
Week at Rose-Hulman. The HERE pro-
gram and the Stability Team has scheduled 
events throughout the week to celebrate 
the earth.
Events were scheduled almost every day, 
with the celebration starting even before 
the week, with advertising done only elec-
tronically so that no paper was used.
The week started off at St. Mary of the 
Woods with an expo including alpaca 
shearing, followed by Earth Day on Sun-
day.
Dr. Patsy Brackin, one of the professors 
that helped with the planning of the week, 
said, “Earth Week is an excellent time to 
realize that you can do something that has 
an impact, which can change the world.”
One of the larger student-led events was 
the creation of flower and herb boxes in 
the Union on Wednesday. The idea was 
thought up by freshman Katelyn Stenger, 
who originally obtained a large number of 
biodegradable boxes to prank her RA.
After receiving money from RHA for 
seeds and collecting donated soil, students 
from across campus created flower boxes. 
With nine seeds to choose from and paint 
to decorate the boxes, over 40 boxes were 
created by the student body. 
One of the volunteers for the event, 
freshman Kassandra Schmidt, a biomedi-
cal engineer, stated, “the event is all about 
the fun of Earth Week and trying to ex-
pand that to the rest of campus.”
The week rounded out today with Arbor 
Day festivities, including a ceremony on 
the Hulman Union Patio. Additionally, a 
tree will be planted on campus in honor of 
Matt Branam as part of the event.
The celebrations continue this weekend 
with the annual Campus Beautification 
Day. Campus organizations, along with 
fraternities and sororities, will be banding 
together to freshen up the flower beds and 
clean up lost creek, among other activi-
ties.
‘Bonnie Fund’ raises over $4,000
Jason Latimer • copy editor
Subway cashier Bonnie 
Hughes, a single grandmother 
raising three children, received a 
check for $4444.44 for a family 
vacation at Disney World from 
the campus community Wednes-
day night.
When about 200 students 
who had donated to the “Bonnie 
Fund” filled the Subway lobby 
just before closing, Hughes’ first 
thought was how she was going 
to feed everyone. What happened 
next was a total surprise. Junior 
Alex Bledsoe, a long-time family 
friend, came around the counter 
to tell Hughes that the campus 
community had come together to 
raise money for her family vaca-
tion. She was speechless.
“I just started crying,” Hughes 
said. “I cried forever.”
Hughes, a Brazil, Indiana, na-
tive, has worked at Rose-Hulman 
since 2003. She was an assistant 
caterer for Ryan Rogers at Ara-
mark until she moved to Subway 
four years ago for more family-
friendly hours. After Hughes’ 
daughter died, she took her 
three children under her wing 
and raised them as her own. The 
youngest is now nine years old, 
and the oldest is studying law at 
Indiana University. Struggling 
through tears, Hughes was able 
to talk to her oldest granddaugh-
ter on the phone at the reveal.
Alex presented her with the 
check, quickly followed by many 
hugs and more tears. Junior 
Chris Pete, who helped organ-
ize the fundraising, also came 
behind the counter to talk to 
Hughes personally.
“Just to think that they did this 
for me and my family… I had no 
response,” she said.
When Hughes came home lat-
er that night, she woke up her 
grandchildren and excitedly told 
them, “We’re going to Disney 
world!”
The multi-thousand dollar do-
nation only took a week to col-
lect. When the RA found out 
that Hughes was planning a trip 
to Destin, FL, he offered her his 
Florida Resident Discount to go 
to a theme park instead. Hughes 
declined, saying that kind of trip 
was out of her means. Pete took 
it upon himself to try to change 
that.
“There was a human being in 
need, and I had the capability to 
help her,” he said. “It was very 
clearly the right thing to do, so I 
did what any other Rose student 
would have done.”
After going door-to-door and 
collecting $300 from students 
earlier this year for Relay for 
Life, he figured he could raise 
the same amount of money for 
Hughes. His expectations were 
blown out of the water. “This 
blew up and snowballed out of 
control, literally overnight,” he 
said. “The road to a thousand 
dollars was ‘slow’ in that it took 
three days.”
The Bonnie Fund didn’t stop 
there. Thanks to Percopo, Speed, 
and several fraternities, it dou-
bled overnight. By Monday night 
he and other volunteers had col-
lected $3,000. The next day after 
classes he received a $592 check 
from Pike, the largest contribu-
tion from a fraternity.
“There may or may not have 
been a few manly tears. I may or 
may not have hugged a few stran-
gers and kissed a few (extremely 
confused) friends,” Pete said.
He returned to his room later 
to find his door shut, something 
that never occurred in the day-
time. Inside he found another 
$600 that had been donated by 
the campus community over the 
course of the day. In total, over 
$800 of the Bonnie Fund was 
comprised of change and sin-
gle dollar bills. A small dona-
tion rounded out the fund at 
$4444.44, and a pending con-
tribution from Aramark would 
bring the total to $5555.55.
To drum up support, Pete 
promised that both the residence 
hall floor and team (club, frater-
nity, etc.) that donated the most 
money (Deming 2 and Pike) 
could tell him which two women 
to ask out on a date and in what 
manner.
“Long story short, I have two 
poor women to ask out with sev-
eral awful pickup lines in the 
coming weeks,” he said.
It wasn’t until the time came to 
cash the donations and write the 
check did Pete and his several 
team members realize that they 
didn’t even know Hughes’ last 
name.
“That was just incredible to 
me—that we had raised over four 
thousand dollars for this woman, 
that we all obviously loved her 
so much, and that almost no one 
knew her last name.
Although most would beg to 
differ, Bonnie said that she does 
nothing special at her job. Ac-
cording to her, she finds joy in 
talking to students, especially 
the shy ones.
“I love it when the kids come 
in at night after meal exchange 
is over,” she said. “I’ve gotten to 
know so many of them really per-
sonally.”
Despite the tragedy that 
Hughes has faced in her life, 
she “wouldn’t have it any other 
way.”
“I always assumed at this point 
in my life I’d be retired and liv-
ing in Florida like everyone else. 
You don’t know what life’s going 
to hand you, and I’m just thank-
ful. I’m thankful to be able to 
go to work, be able to raise my 
grandkids. I mean, God blesses 
you even though sometime you 
think, ‘How could this happen 
to me?’ I feel so blessed. I feel 
so blessed that I know all these 
kids,” she said. “I just want to 
thank them.”
                  Thanks to generous donations from individuals and student groups, Hughes and the rest of her family can enjoy a family vacation.
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Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Pizza Needs Your help.
It’s springtime. So you ask yourself: “Why would I order a 
pizza when I could just grill a burger?” But ask yourself this: 
why would you settle for just one meat, when you could get 
a Papa John’s All The Meats pizza? It literally has all of the 
meats. Meat’s not your thing? Get a Spinach Alfredo pizza. It 
doesn’t matter what you want; Papa John’s has a pizza for you.
”We are Rose-Hulman’s independent student newspaper. We keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information. /TheRoseThorn/TheRoseThorn
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Sudoku Puzzle #W588FH
Presented by Puzzle Baron
Rated: Super Difficult!
Copyright © Puzzle Baron April 26, 2012 - Go to www.Printable-Puzzles.com for Hints and Solutions!
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Rated: Medium
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Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer
Dr. William Kline, current Interim 
Dean of Faculty here at Rose-Hul-
man, was named our college’s first 
‘Dean of Innovation and Engage-
ment’ earlier this month. This new 
position, which will work on in-
novating and changing the campus 
scene as well as engaging alumni and 
companies in campus programs, will 
begin with the next academic year.
The past few months on campus, 
there have been a series of seminars 
and workshops known as The ‘Great’ 
Debate, which pushed, students, 
faculty and staff to reveal what they 
thought could be improved about 
Rose-Hulman as a whole. These 
workshops, coupled with institu-
tional planning and strategy, in-
dicated that a dean devoted to the 
‘innovation’ that Rose emphasizes 
would help develop and change Rose 
for the better.
Specifically, the new Dean of Inno-
vation and Engagement will work to 
“expand [Rose’s] continuing studies 
and executive education programs” 
in order to engage more alumni and 
companies in Rose’s campus, ac-
cording to Kline. Rose puts a specif-
ic emphasis, through innovation, to 
continue learning and evolving, even 
after leaving Rose. The new Dean 
position hopes to reinforce that idea 
of continual learning throughout 
a student’s career and life, aided 
by the renovation of classrooms in 
Meyers to provide such things as 
professional development material, 
continuing education information 
and online classrooms.
Dr. Kline will also work to provide 
a clear and designated line of sup-
port to provide the needed support 
for students in their extracurricular 
activities, allowing for more innova-
tion and growth for each of our stu-
dents. Kline, a mechanical engineer-
ing graduate from the University of 
Illinois himself, remarked that he 
“find[s] innovation to be a fascinat-
ing topic” and that the recent em-
phasis on innovation “encourages us 
to be innovative in what we do in the 
classroom, the learning experiences 
we provide, [and] how we operate 
the institute.”
Kline has been at Rose for ten years 
and has seen and been involved with 
the growth of the importance of in-
novation on campus, from the Rose-
Hulman Ventures program, to the 
renovation of rooms in the Meyers 
building to the new Student Innova-
tion Center. He hopes, as new Dean, 
to expand the focus of innovation 
from the “‘what and how’ of teach-
ing in our classrooms” 
to the “‘who, when and 
where’ we teach.” In 
the past, innovation has 
been seen as something 
that can be used primar-
ily in a classroom basis, 
but Kline hopes to cul-
tivate a more extensive 
emersion of innovation 
around to provide stu-
dents with more oppor-
tunities to grow and ad-
vance.
While recent chang-
es, such as the renova-
tion of Meyers and the 
construction of the SIC 
have been primarily 
institutionally driven, 
Kline remarked that 
they “are always look-
ing for great ideas and 
suggestions from stu-
dents.” Even from the 
‘Great’ Debate, in which 
students were given a 
forum to vice what they 
thought they could im-
prove about Rose, they are able 
to glean input and suggestions on 
which they can work. This new Dean 
position will help focus on students 
and their needs as innovators and 
will provide that direct link of sup-
port. Kline remarked, that “while 
there may not always appear to be 
a direct path from feedback to ac-
tion, I have found Rose to be keenly 
focused and providing the best en-
vironment and experiences that we 
can for students.”
Cultivating innovation
William Kline named Dean of Innovation and Engagement
William Kline will step into his new role as Dean of 
Innovation and Engagement beginning in the fall.
Rose-Hulman News
The gift of life
Kurtis Zimmerman
news editor
Along with career fairs, stu-
dents, faculty, and staff have 
come to expect regular blood 
drives throughout the year.
This past week, a total of 
179 pints were donated by 
members of the Rose com-
munity, and the drive also 
raised enough pints of Type 
O blood to cover the inven-
tory shortage.
The frequency of blood 
drives is no coincidence; ac-
cording to  Dean for Student 
Services Donna Gustafson, 
the drives evolved over the 
past four decades from a cou-
ple a year to multiple-day 
drives. Now members of cam-
pus look forward to the four 
drives a year as an opportu-
nity to give the gift of life.
“Blood is a valuable re-
source in the medical commu-
nity... In our community of 
Terre Haute – both hospitals 
are dependent upon the blood 
raised by 
the Indiana 
R e g i o n -
al Blood 













clearly understand the 
need for donations. Last 
year, the campus had the 
second-highest number 
of units of blood donated 
with 855 units. The Indi-
anapolis Colts’ Bleed Blue 
Drive was the only one to 
raise more.
This year, Rose-Hul-
man’s blood drives nearly 
matched that total with 831 
pints of blood donated.
“Every once in a while 
you will see or hear a plea 
through the media for 
blood of a specific type or 
all types,” Gustafson add-
ed.
And Rose-Hulman con-
tinues to answer the call.
“Not everyone takes 
blood donation as serious-
ly as Rose-Hulman donors 
do.    Our donors donate al-
most every 56 days. Some 
even donate during the 
summer on their own.”
The Rose-Hulman community united to do-
nate 179 pints of blood this week.
Mia Zhao • photography club
3News27 Apr 2012
What is there to love 
about Sharp Flats East?
Everything!
Pricing available upon request
Great location! The closest off campus housing to RHIT!
Located on Hunt and US 40
Call us today! (812) 877-1146
6710 E. Wabash Ave. Terre Haute, IN 47803
Efficiencies Utilities included 234 square feet $370/month
Studios Utilities included 266 square feet $410/month
One Bdrm. You pay electric 588 square feet $475/month
Pets Weclome Pet Fee
Amenities
•	 Within .5 mile of RHIT
•	 Rollie’s Pizza on location! 
(They serve beer, too!)
•	 Pets allowed by prior approval 
only; $200 pet fee
•	 Laundry on site
•	 Available immediately
•	 Some furnished units available
•	 Lots of parking
•	 Wi-Fi
Check www.sharpflats.com for additional housing in downtown Terre Haute
Visit Us on 
Facebook!
Hobey Tam • staff writer
When an old song that you 
haven’t heard in a while – I’m 
talking about a childhood 
classic – comes on the radio, 
there’s this rush of nostal-
gia that transports you back 
to “the good ole days.” Back 
to a simpler time without all 
the madness of responsibili-
ties. Back before homework 
sets – before group projects 
and deadlines. Back to a time 
where the only important 
things in life were the next re-
cess and Capri Sun. The same 
thing happens when you look 
at old picture albums or when 
you run into someone that 
you met in what seems like 
another lifetime. And movies 
are no exception.
The thing about sequels is 
that you cannot deliver sub-
par material to the audience – 
we want to see the same char-
acters we know and love but 
in a new context – new mate-
rial, new script. It must also 
be a standalone movie itself in 
the sense that it needs enough 
original content so as to not 
be a rendition of the first in-
stallment. That’s why I think 
the sequel to “The Hango-
ver” was not as successful as 
it could have been. It reused 
so many old jokes and tried 
too hard to force humor to 
the point that it was a disap-
pointment. The same could 
have been said about “Boon-
dock Saints II” and its action 
sequences. A successful movie 
series has the same core set of 
classic characters progressing 
through time in new situa-
tions with a signature some-
thing about them – continu-
ously leaving the audience 
at subsequently increasingly 
climatic cliff hangers until the 
last episode in which all loose 
ends are tied and the punch-
scene gives the audience clo-
sure for the rest of their lives. 
This is why I think “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” and “Toy Sto-
ry” were so successful. Though 
I do not think “American Pie” 
will ever rise to the ranks of 
these blockbuster titans, they 
will forever hold a place in our 
generation’s heart because we 
grew up and relate so much 
with the cast.
“American Pie Reunion” 
was the final installment of 
the “American Pie” series and 
served as the proper send off 
for a dear movie series. All 
of the original cast from the 
original “American Pie” back 
in– Oz, Jim, Michelle, Kevin, 
Vicky, Heather, Finch, Jim’s 
Dad, Stifler’s Mom, and last 
but certainly not least, Steven 
Stifler himself – come back 
for the picture (and more!). 
This movie is especially re-
latable for us because we are 
about to approach the same 
transition in life – we’ll see 
how each of our high schooler 
counterparts played out. We’ll 
see which high school sweet-
hearts married, who made 
their first million, who failed 
hardcore, who traveled the 
world and found themselves 
spiritually, or who didn’t 
change at all – the Stiflers of 
our generation.
Great date movie, great lazy 
afternoon movie, great outing 
with friends especially for the 
college generation. We grew 
up with these characters. We 
are about to be in the point 
in our lives. Highly relatable 
movie– even an older genera-
tion will be able to relate to 
this movie. The classic jokes 
are retained but there is ad-
equate new material in a new 
context with a great script and 
a proven cast. Brought back 
good, warm memories – like 
warm apple pie.
Rating: 3.5/5
It’s the magic that makes it all complete
Kevin Weaver         
entertainment editor
“My Little Pony: Friend-
ship is Magic” is one of the 
most either treasured or 
hated things currently in 
the realm of entertainment, 
from the dedicated followers 
to the sworn enemies. Aimed 
for girls from the age range 
of 6 to 12, the show now has 
a great majority of its fan 
base in the age range of 16 
to 21 in the male gender. The 
Bronies. The Brony commu-
nity has made several pro-
jects based off the “My Little 
Pony: Friendship is Magic” 
universe, with songs, art, 
music videos, memes, and 
entire sculptures based on 
the characters. All together, 
they have raised literally 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for charities in sup-
port, just because they like 
the show. The second season 
is now finished, and the third 
is already in production. So 
now the big question is, is 
the show really that good?
Eeyup!
My Little Pony focuses on 
six… ponies in the mythical 
land of… Equestria, inhabit-
ed by… unicorns, pegasi, and 
earth ponies. If this sounds 
really cheesy and predictable 
to you, you hit the nail. The 
set-up is both just like eve-
rything else and all around 
completely different. How is 
it different? The show focus-
es less on cliché stories and 
marketing strategies and 
more on character develop-
ment with a, literally, color-
ful cast of characters. I’m 
not gonna name them all, 
but it’s pretty hard to hate 
any of them. I guarantee eve-
ryone who watches this show 
has a favorite pony, or BEST 
pony…
It’s extremely hard to pin-
point the fan craze behind 
this show the same way it’s 
impossible to tell the level 
of appeal behind Batman. 
The collective answer is “just 
cause.” But, we’re engineers, 
so that doesn’t work for us.
As mentioned, the char-
acter development is the 
heart and soul of the show 
with each and every pony 
being given clear key mo-
ments to express who they 
are. They change in logical 
ways through and between 
episodes, never really “re-
setting” their personality to 
match their established atti-
tude. The world around them 
is vast in detail, but just deep 
enough that you never really 
get lost. Each episode ends 
with a small moral lesson 
about the magic of friend-
ship, but done in a way that 
seems less cheesy and more 
reasonable than other shows 
that employ such a motif. It 
is also home to some of the 
most memorable villains on 
this side of the cartoon isle, 
from changlings, classic bul-
lies, then all the way up to an 
angry god of Chaos, no fool-
ing. The last real reason this 
show is so loved is probably 
because of the fan to pro-
ducer interaction. The team 
behind the show really does 
listen to the fans, employ-
ing character themes, rela-
tionships, jokes, and in once 
case a character based upon 
the fan community. I’m will-
ing to bet more than half the 
readers know who Derpy 
Hooves is. Simply, every-
thing about the show is al-
ready amazing, and anything 
that lacks style or creative is 
quickly replaced or fixed at 
the request and reasoning of 
the fans. Only if the request 
has reason. Look up afore-
moentioned Derpy Hooves 
for more information.
The season finale aired 
last Saturday with all the 
appeal and praise the entire 
series has received thus far. 
With the end of season two, 
the prospect of season three 
begins, and the bronies are 




Just a “reheat” of an old movie series
http://starnewsonline.com
”I’m not gonna name them all, but it is 
hard to hate any one.
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Morgan Lopez
staff writer
After living in Terre Haute for nearly four academic years on a typical student 
income, I have seen many great deals come and go. Terre Haute is an affordable 
place to spend your college years. On top of a generally low cost of living, there are 
several places around town you can save a few bucks on food, haircuts, clothes, 
and a night out with friends. Below is a table of some of my favorite places to get 
the most for my meager income. The places marked with an asterisk are all along 
3rd street, so you can make one fuel-efficient shopping trip. I try to keep sus-
tainability in mind when shopping. Sustainable businesses take resource-saving 
measure to lower their overhead, and these savings often get passed on to con-
sumers. Aldi is a small grocery store that carries mostly store-brand products, 
keeps limited inventory, and doesn’t provide free grocery sacks or bagging service 
(in other words, its BYO-Bag). This makes it is less costly to operate and leaves 
a smaller impact on the environment than a conventional grocery store. Kohl’s 
is an energy star store, which means they’ve met specific goals in reducing their 
energy usage. Their bags—which you can return to the store to be recycled are 
grey because they are made from recycled plastic. Supporting local businesses 
like Sonka’s help Terre Haute’s economy. Sonka’s beer selection represents 3 out 
of the 4 most sustainable breweries (according to opportunitygreen.com) includ-
ing New Belgium and Sierra Nevada, as well as several seasonal organic beers. 
Sustainable bargains in the Haute
This delicious cupcake is one of 





Ah, springtime. The 
sun is shining, the birds 
are singing, and all mo-
tivation you had to do 
schoolwork has gone out 
the window. If you’re 
graduating, it’s probably 
worse: senioritis is in full 
swing, and the hardest 
thing you’ve had to do 
this week is to finally take 
the plastic wrap off those 
books you bought for the 
quarter, since you might 
want them for the mid-
term or something. Even 
though it’s tempting to 
blow off class and home-
work and go sit out in the 
sunshine instead, we’re 
only halfway through 
the quarter… and work 
isn’t about to let up any 
time soon. With that in 
mind, here are a few tips 
to keep your mind on the 
goal.
Work in chunks: 
Dividing the things you 
have to do into 30-minute 
chunks makes it much 
easier to focus. Work 
hard for 30 minutes, 
then do something else 
for 15, then come back 
to what you were work-
ing on. 
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focused and keeps you 
from getting burnt out as 
quickly.
Reward yourself: 
When you accomplish 
something or finish a 
task, find a way to reward 
yourself, whether it’s a 
5-minute dance party, a 
game of Call of Duty, or a 
freezy pop. By rewarding 
yourself after you finish 
tasks, you’re more likely 
to complete your work. If 
it’s difficult for you keep 
from rewarding yourself 
before the task is fin-
ished, give the controller 
or box of freezy pops to a 
friend, and ask them to 
hide them from you un-
til you’re done with your 
work.
Remove distrac-
tions: Study and work 
away from things that 
are apt to distract you. 
Find yourself staring out 
the window? Pull down 
the blinds. Watching TV 
while you’re supposed 
to be working on that 
essay? Unplug the cable 
box. It might seem pain-
ful at the time, it’ll help 
you get your work done 
faster… which means 
more time outside.
 Don’t procrasti-
nate! If you think doing 
it now is hard, think of 
how bad an all-nighter 
will feel. More impor-
tantly, think of how a 
day crammed with work 
cuts into your sunbath-
ing time.
Keep your eye on 
the prize: In six weeks, 
we’ll all be finished… and 
we can head to summer 
vacation. If you can make 
it through these next few 
weeks, you’ll have a well-
deserved break coming 
up at the end.
Where  What they sell Why you should go What I found 
Aldi* Groceries, beer, 
wine 
What their European business 
model lacks in flair, they make up 
for with savings.  
$6-7 20” take-n-bake pizza, $2-3 
fresh flowers, store brand energy 






Shopping secondhand is an 
affordable way to find unique 
items 
$12 designer jeans, 2 for $9.25 
sunglasses, $8 American Eagle 
shirts 




Inexpensive name brand clothes 
in an expansive variety. You 
never know what you’ll find in 
the housewares and kitchen 
aisles. 
$5 Ceramic coffee tumbler, $7.99 
Nike running shorts, large bag of 







They have fast service, give you 
good hair care advice without 
pushing products, and are pretty 
good at what they do.  
$12.95 women’s haircuts on 
Wednesdays,  $10.95 men’s 
haircuts, hard-to-find salon 
products brands (like Nioxin)  
Sonka’s Food, beer, 
wine 
A popular hangout for Rose 
students. They have exceptional 
food and ever-changing beer 
selection (21+) 
Half price appetizers and Guinness 
half-and –halves on Wednesdays.  
Kohl’s * Clothes, 
accessories, 
jewelry 
They are virtually always having a 
sale, and what they charge you at 
the register is always lower than 
the tag price.  
$16 designer jeans, $2.99 
earrings, $6 loafers, $6 graphic t-
shirts 
Pizza Hut Pizza They’re the only ones with 
stuffed crust, and you can order 
online. There are always a few 
special offers exclusively for 
online orders.  
The following are $10: Tuscany 
chicken pizza on Tuesdays, large 





What doesn’t scream 
fabulous cupcakes more 
than an adorable little pink 
house with a smart car 
parked out front? Nothing! 
That’s just a part of Caboo-
dle Cupcakes charm. But 
it’s not just the looks that 
keep people coming back 
to Caboodle. The owners 
are always very friendly. The fla-
vors offered at Caboodle vary from 
day to day but they always have the 
standard Vanilla Vanilla and Choco-
late Chocolate for those who like to 
keep it simple. For the more adven-
turous, the flavors can vary from 
fruity, to sweet, to minty and every-
thing in between. But just because 
they start the day out with multi-
ple flavors usually around a dozen 
different options to choose from, 
doesn’t mean they will be open all 
day. Once the cupcakes are gone 
for the day, the shop closes down. 
So don’t wait until the last minute 
to run across town and grab a cup-
cake because they might be sold out. 
I had the misfortune of arriving late 
once to celebrate a good grade, and 
the door was already locked. Lucki-
ly, if you really want a certain flavor 
they do offer the option to call and 
reserve your order ahead of time so 
that you’re guaranteed to get your 
favorite. They also have a conveni-
ent Facebook page that lists which 
flavors they have for the day as well 
as when they’ve run out of cupcakes. 
If you want to learn more about Ca-
boodle Cupcakes (which you should 
because their cupcakes are fantas-
tic) just find them on Facebook or 
stop by their store. I would definite-
ly recommend trying them out!
Haute Food: Caboodle Cupcakes
Apply sunscreen, sunblock, or sun what?
Jesse Sestito
staff writer
So, the sun is coming up, and we at Rose-Hul-
man need to know which sun lotions we need to 
use to stay pale (or tan for you Civils and sports 
people out there).
The three different types of lotion you can use 
for your skin are suntan, sunscreen, and sun-
block. Suntan lotion is any type of lotion that is 
used while in the sun. How these work are they 
try and control the skin’s exposure to the UV rays 
of the sun instead of filtering out the bad rays. 
Sunscreen lotion is similar to suntan lotion; how-
ever, it filters out the harmful UV rays, attempt-
ing to prevent damage to the skin. Sunblock lo-
tion is just stronger sunscreen lotion. A good rule 
of thumb when choosing which type of lotion is: 
if you are already a deep tan, use suntan; if you 
want a tan, use sunscreen and if you burn with 
the slight-











ures is the 
amount of 
time it takes 
for you to 
burn while 
wearing your lotion. The rule of thumb is you 
take the time it takes you to burn and multiply it 
by the SPF number. That is how long it will take 
you to burn with the lotion on. However, this 
calculation is not accurate for SPF numbers over 
30. So let me give you some information that may 
be more helpful. The SPF number will determine 
how much % UV rays are absorbed. Using an SPF 
of 2 will absorb 50%, SPF 15 will absorb 93%, 
and SPF 50 will absorb 98%. So, the higher the 
SP,F the more protection (but between you and 
me, stopping at SPF 30 will be just fine).
You know what type of lotion you want, you 
know what SPF you are going to get. Here are a 
few tips for applying sunscreen:
• Apply sunscreen 15 minutes before going out-
side so the lotion can start working
• Reapply sunscreen every two to three hours
• Reapply sunscreen after sweating heavily or 
swimming
• Apply sunscreen
Even this sun is happy
with sunscreen.
http://school.discoveryeducation.com
”Don’t wait until the last minute ”Take the plastic wrap off books
5Living27 Apr 2012
Garrett Meyer • guest writer
There is a definite pattern to 
my approach to Rose tests. A 
few days ahead of the big red 
notification in my Outlook cal-
endar, I begin thinking, “Hey, I 
should get an early start study-
ing.” Then bam, it’s the period 
before my exam and I’m fran-
tically building a sand castle of 
studying in the face of a tidal 
wave of judgment. The test 
washes over me, never as bad 
as I feared it would be, and I 
enjoy the post-test high hum-
ming Johnny Nash’s “I Can 
See Clearly Now.” But without 
fail, a question soon grips me, 
often with higher fervor than I 
had to study in the first place: 
what did I get? 
Wanting to know how one 
did on an exam or how one sits 
grade-wise in a class is certainly 
a natural and defensible inter-
est. Even professors recognize 
this basic urge for clarity in our 
grading, as evidenced by the 
advertised weighting scheme 
in our syllabi. Dr. Allen Holder 
of the math department goes so 
far as to say that it is “part of 
the job to return scores quickly, 
so that students can prioritize 
their time and effort between 
different classes.” 
Professors commonly catch 
flak in that “quick” part. When 
they finish basting our virgin 
assignments with red ink, they 
have ANGEL to facilitate a 
quick transmission of the ver-
dict. However, I have perfect 
zeros in four of my five classes 
if ANGEL’s gradebook is to be 
taken as credible. Even when 
their grades are promptly re-
turned, some students take of-
fense that the convenience of 
online grades is denied them. 
I grant that in some outstand-
ing circumstances, the lack of 
online access is annoying—but 
it is one-sided to demand that 
professors universally use AN-
GEL for grade-posting. 
As mechanical engineering 
professor Dr. Michael Moor-
head points out, ANGEL is 
not as convenient as an Ex-
cel spreadsheet for weighting 
grades from different types of 
assignments. He uses ANGEL 
only to display raw scores. Dr. 
Wayne Sanders, also of the me-
chanical engineering depart-
ment, says the time he would 
spend messing with ANGEL 
would “be better spent with 
students.” Especially in light 
of Rose’s imminent conver-
sion to an entirely new sys-
tem in Moodle, I concur with 
Dr. Sanders’ priorities. A final 
concern is that of privacy. I 
imagine that more than a few 
professors would shudder at 
the way my Firefox auto-fills 
my ANGEL login. 
Though we all have a natural 
curiosity for our grades, and 
they can be effective in high-
lighting the classes we need to 
work on, it is much too easy 
to go JG Wentworth and say, 
“It’s my grade and I need it 
now!” That many professors 
do not use a stubborn, time-
consuming system for return-
ing grades is a source more of 
student whining than it is of 
pedagogical injustice.
Sudipa Kirtley • faculty writer
Traveling can be a very en-
riching experience. It forces 
you to be physically present 
in a place which may be com-
pletely different from your 
usual day-to-day surround-
ings. During this time you may 
be forced to eat different food, 
meet different people, and 
even smell different smells; in 
short, all your senses suddenly 
get awakened with a new en-
ergy. This happens whether 
we travel for business or pleas-
ure, whether it is far away or 
near our home, or whether it 
is for a short or a long dura-
tion. Whenever I am on a trip, 
I make it a very conscious ef-
fort to keep all my senses alert 
so that I do not miss out in all 
of the characteristics of a new 
place and its people. 
I was in graduate school 
when I embarked on this par-
ticular trip to Calcutta, In-
dia, with my classmate, who 
is now my husband. Plans of 
a satellite visit to Delhi and 
Agra, home of the Taj Mahal, 
were appended to the trip at 
the very last moment. When 
my father made these train 
reservations two days before 
our trip, the only decent seats 
that were available were on a 
train called Toofan Express. 
Toofan means a gusty storm; 
this train, ironically, turned 
out to be one of the slowest 
ones, and stopped at almost 
every railway station on the 
way, making our journey pro-
longed and eventful. I still 
remember that pleasant De-
cember afternoon when the 
two of us, along with my par-
ents, started our journey. 
The stations where our train 
stopped ranged from small 
towns to well-established cit-
ies, and since our compart-
ment was not secluded from 
the rest of the train, we got to 
experience and be entertained 
by all the people who ebbed in 
and out. Each day in the wee 
hours of the morning we were 
awakened by the lilting, per-
sistent chants from a group 
of Hare Krishna devotees who 
occupied the next compart-
ment. After about an hour 
or so of this, we were served 
hot breakfast, which included 
steaming plates of authentic 
Indian cuisine and blister-
ing hot cups of tea. Soon after 
this we would witness the bar-
rage of peddlers streaming in 
at every station. This was my 
favorite part. The wares of 
these peddlers were so varied 
and entertaining; they would 
range from different types 
of food, drinks, herbal rem-
edies, arts and crafts, books, 
kitchen gadgets, toiletries, to 
hand-made jewelry. Each ven-
dor would have his/her own 
catchy rhyme that would be 
sung out to grab the attention 
of the passengers. The various 
goods would be displayed and 
their novelty proudly exhib-
ited. I never got tired of watch-
ing the different vendors, and, 
to my surprise, would look for-
ward to every train stop. 
The other attractive part 
during this two-day journey 
that sticks to my mind was 
the co-passengers. The close-
ness that we developed with 
some of them during that two 
day journey was unforgetta-
ble. We talked, played cards, 
ate together, and exchanged 
addresses… and in the process 
we got to know each other re-
ally well in a really short time. 
Now after many years I do not 
remember their faces, nor do 
I remember the wares of the 
peddlers, but the experience 
I gathered during that train 
trip was magical and touch-
ing, and invades my memo-
ries even today. Later during 
that trip we visited Delhi and 
Agra, and visited the Taj, and 
had a splendid time. But in 
my mind that train journey 
made that trip so much more 
special, even though it was on 
board the notorious Toofan 
Express. That off-the-routine 
attitude and openness of men-
tality made me enjoy that trip 
immensely that I would not 
otherwise have achieved. 
I hope each of you takes 
every opportunity to travel, 
to go to places you have never 
before visited. When you do, 
don’t miss the chance to take 
the “slow train” and marvel at 
the people you meet, the sights 
you see, and yes, the things 
that you smell. Together, these 
form the ‘experiences’ that will 
linger with you for a lifetime.
ANGEL: hardly heavenly
Pages like this are a common sight on ANGEL for professors who don’t use ANGEL’s gradebook.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
The other side of the desk
Make a trip and take the scenic route
In reference to a recently pub-
lished letter in the Thorn (04/16; 
“Was engineering physics too 
ambitious”), we would like to 
point out that the Engineering 
Physics (EP) program combines 
aspects of physics, material sci-
ence, and engineering practice. 
The main degree is engineering 
physics with a concentration in 
Micro and Nanotechnology but 
the program does not teach this 
topic in isolation. Here at Rose-
Hulman, we concentrate the 
degree on the expanding and ex-
citing engineering and physics 
of the small. Small includes the 
micrometer scale of MEMS, the 
nanometer scale of quantum 
dots, and the material quali-
ties required to produce them. 
An understanding of semicon-
ductors, solid state, and the 
differences between material 
behavior in the large and in the 
small is required to support the 
thrust of the degree. 
A good undergraduate de-
gree leaves the student with a 
broad range of options while at 
the same time allowing him/
her to explore specific topics 
of interest. The Engineering 
Physics faculty members en-
courage students to pursue in-
dividual enthusiasms through 
our directed research courses in 
which you can work one-on-one 
with a faculty member. 
Another clarification is that 
as a requirement for Engineer-
ing and Technology board of ac-
creditation (ABET), each engi-
neering program lists program 
objectives and student learning 
outcomes with specific guide-
lines. Therefore, student learn-
ing outcomes for all engineer-
ing programs at Rose-Hulman 
or even all programs in the na-
tion are very similar as they are 
general guide lines of what an 
engineering graduate should be 
at the time of graduation. This 
does not mean that all engineer-
ing programs are the same. 
Our engineering physics stu-
dents have gone on to take chal-
lenging jobs or to some of the 
best graduate schools in nano-
science and engineering, often 
with prestigious fellowships. 
Others electing to go into indus-
try have the following to say: 
“For what I’m doing I think 
that our students are incred-
ibly prepared—it’s more analy-
sis and critical thinking than 
stored knowledge. However, 
especially during my inter-
views, I was told by several 
people outside of my current 
division that I had an impres-
sive amount of knowledge and 
that any department would be 
lucky to have me (talk about an 
ego boost... ;) )…. For students 
who are set on doing hands-
on engineering or science, this 
exact job might not be the best 
fit; but for me, it’s giving me a 
good feeling for the company 
as a whole and a great building 
block to start with. I do know 
that Rose students would be 
very prepared for the Fab pro-
cess engineer positions. ” 
If you are curious or have any 
questions regarding the EP pro-
gram, please drop by the PHOE 
office. We always look forward 
to any opportunity to discuss 
these and any other questions 
that you might have about the 
EP program, or for that mat-
ter the other two programs 
in our department (physics & 
optical engineering). 
Charles Joenathan
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Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
A pair of wins over Tran-
sylvania University and 
a thrilling 11-inning vic-
tory over then conference 
leader Anderson University 
proved to be just enough to 
squeak ahead of the Ravens 
and grab the top spot in the 
HCAC standings.
Tuesday night, the Engi-
neers squared off against 
Anderson, hoping to avenge 
their loss from two weeks 
prior. The Ravens came 
to Art Nehf Field for the 
matchup that ended in a 6 
- 5 Rose-Hulman win that 
puts the Fightin' Engineers 
in the top spot by half of a 
game.
In his first game of the sea-
son following a nasty injury, 
senior Derek Dauenbaugh 
held up his reputation as 
Rose-Hulman's all-time 
leader in batting average by 
smashing the game-winning 
hit to drive home sopho-
more Andrew Benitez with 
the winning run.
Anderson scored early, 
putting up a run in the sec-
ond inning to build mo-
mentum, but the Engineers 
struck back in the third off 
a sequence of errors that 
drove junior Jordan Chipka 
around the bases. The Engi-
neers wouldn't score again 
until the sixth inning while 
the Ravens padded their 
lead with a pair of runs in 
the fifth and another score 
in the top of the sixth in-
ning.
In the bottom 
of the sixth, jun-
ior Bobby New-
man batted in 
one run with a 
double, and sen-
ior Jamie Weinle 
knotted up the 
score with an 
RBI single. The 
score remained 
tied, pushing the 
game into extra 
innings. Not un-
til the eleventh 





ning off with a 
run, taking the 
5 - 4 lead and putting pres-
sure on Rose-Hulman's of-
fense to produce at least one 
run.
And sophomore Hank 
Akard did just that. After 
pitching a strong eight in-
nings with four strikeouts 
and just seven hits, Akard 
blasted an RBI single to 
score junior Nick Pilipo-
vich. A tough strikeout 
lowered the crowd's hopes, 
but not before Dauenbaugh 
could pinch-hit to provide 
the winning RBI.
Stepping up to the mound 
in Akard's place, senior Ryan 
Fuller snagged the win, 
pitching three innings with 
two hits and four strikeouts. 
Fuller moved to 3 - 2 on the 
season with the win.
On the night, Benitez led 
the squad with three hits, 
and Chipka, along with sen-
ior Will Burchett and soph-
omore Donald Stopka, each 
contributed two hits to the 
effort.
This past weekend, the 
Fightin' Engineers gathered 
momentum with a 2 - 1 re-
cord in their series against 
Transylvania. The Engineers 
won 9 - 1, and then followed 
with a 5 - 4 win to close out 
the night. A 4 - 6 loss put the 
Engineers just a half game 
behind Anderson due to a 
canceled game due to weath-
er earlier this season.
The Anderson win pro-
pelled Rose-Hulman to 14 
- 4 in conference play, and 
a tough 6 - 7 loss to No. 
15-ranked DePauw in 11 in-
nings dropped their overall 
record to 23 - 10.
The Engineers close out 
their schedule with two con-
ference series, starting with 
three games at Manchester 
this week. Their season will 
conclude May 3 and May 4 




Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Pitching a complete game 
against Franklin College last 
week, junior Alyse Mueller 
helped to cap the sweep for 
Rose-Hulman.  She finished 
the week with a 1 - 1 record 
and a 3.78 earned run aver-
age.  On the season, Mueller 
has pitched four victorious 
outings. 
In the first matchup 
against Franklin, Mueller 
blasted a three-run home 
run.  She would also record 
a double and a single in the 
game. 
Against Hanover College 
later in the week, Mueller 
added a double, later scor-
ing to help propel Rose-
Hulman to the victory.  The 
Engineers would finish the 
week with a 3 - 3 record. 
For her achievements last 
week, biomedical engineer 
Alyse Mueller  has been 
named Athlete of the Week. 
She was gracious enough to 
to answer a handful of ques-
tions for The Rose Thorn. 
Rose Thorn: How long 
have you been playing soft-
ball?
AM: I started in T-ball 
when I was 6 years old 
and have been playing ever 
since.
RT: What positions do 
you currently play?
AM: Pitcher and 1st 
base.
RT: What is your one 
pitch that you know will get 
you a strike?
AM: Screwball.
RT: Now that the season 
is winding down, what do 
you think you will remem-
ber most from this year?
AM: All of the “interest-
ing” questions and com-
ments from our freshmen 
class.
RT: What has been your 
favorite moment as a mem-
ber of the Rose-Hulman 
softball team?
AM: Pitching last year 
against Oberlin College and 
throwing 15 strikeouts.
RT: What is the weird-
est thing that has ever hap-
pened to you at a softball 
game, practice, etc.?
AM: 1) Freshman year 
when we went to play in 
Florida over quarter break, 
we were expecting nice 
warm sunny weather but 
ended up getting some of 
the coldest weather all sea-
son with very strong wind 
and a lot of rain. 2) The first 
varsity pitch I ever threw in 
high school, I hit someone 
and the first pitch I threw in 
a Rose-Hulman game, I hit 
someone.
RT: What do you enjoy 
most about playing soft-
ball? 
AM: The strategy that 
goes into every pitch for 
both the hitter and the 
pitcher. 
RT: What other activi-
ties are you involved in at 
Rose?
AM: Tri Delta, SAAC, Bi-
omedical Engineering Soci-
ety, and Blue Key.
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Hosting the annual Engi-
neer Twilight Meet last Fri-
day, both the Rose-Hulman 
men’s and women’s teams 
were in action late into the 
evening. The event brought 
15 teams from across the 
Midwest, featuring national-
ly ranked teams such as Wa-
bash College and Washington 
University – St. Louis. Faring 
well, the Rose-Hulman men’s 
team finished in second; the 
women placed eighth over-
all.
Individual winners for 
Rose-Hulman included sen-
ior Sutton Coleman in the 
110- and 400-meter hurdle 
events, junior Collin Crow-
son in the pole vault event, 
and junior Liz Evans in the 
high jump. For their efforts 
in the meet, Clauser, Cole-
man, and Evans all earned 
HCAC Athlete of the Week 
honors. 
Victories were also taken 
in the men’s 4-x-100 meter 
relay and in the men’s 4-x-
400 meter relay. The 4-x-100 
team consisted of junior Jer-
emiah Edwards, freshman 
Jake, junior Travis Stallings, 
and sophomore Clay Becker. 
Freshman Blake Schulthies, 
junior Tyler Hannan, Stall-
ings, and Coleman made up 
the 4-x-400 team for Rose-
Hulman. In total, the Engi-
neers earned 21 top-five fin-
ishes.
Both Rose-Hulman teams 
will be vying for conference 
titles this weekend. The 
HCAC Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships begin 
this Friday and continue into 
Saturday at Franklin College. 
Earlier this year, the Rose-
Hulman men’s team was 
unanimously voted by HCAC 
coaches to win their fifth-
straight track and field out-
door title. The women will be 
looking for their first outdoor 
title after finishing only one 
point back of the victor at the 
HCAC indoor championships 
earlier this year.
Track and field meet 
under the lights 
We're #1: Baseball snags top spot 
Junior Jordan Chipka added two of the Engineers’ fifteen hits, 
driving home one run in the process.
Rose-Hulman Athletics




Melissa Schwenk • she-hulkin’ it up
Administrators turn up the heat on ‘loose’ clothing
In an effort to eliminate summer clothing that might 
be found distracting by other students, administra-
tors have decided to turn up the air conditioning, 
keeping the buildings a chilly 58°F.
With the recent rash of warm weather, students 
across campus have been breaking out the sum-
mer clothes. Skirts have gotten shorter, shirts 
have lost sleeves, and flip-flops can be heard 
up and down the hall.
One student, Feona Finewoman, com-
plained about the decision, “I have to 
walk all the way from the Apartments 
in the heat, then freeze in the academic 
buildings. I’d be ok with it if the school 
provided us with some sort of PPE.”
There has already been one unfortu-
nate incident related to the lowering of the 
temperature. F. Addy Tubbs, a freshman, passed out 
from the heat on the way to class after wearing two pairs of 
tights and a thick sweater. She has made a full recovery and vows to get 
the temperature in the academic building raised.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, reminding you that this is the (attempted) humor page. It is completely filled with jokes. This is especially true for the News Boxers, which are completely made-up news stories.  Also, if you think the survey above is suspiciously similar to the 
Rose-Hulman surveys you get every day, congratulations, your suspicions are correct! For your attentiveness, you receive one free positive thought on behalf of the Cool Guy. Please email thorn-fake@rose-hulman.edu and your thought will be promptly delivered, maybe.
News Boxers
Wacky profquotes
“So we want to be sober 
when we come.” 
— Dr. Sauer. Then we’ll 
remember everything 
and we can high five all 
our friends in celebration 
of our success in...being 
sober.
“I like my women like I 
like my coffee, hot and bit-
ter.”
–Dr. Shearer. Yeah! I 
love it when hot women 
are around me, I bet.
“I know it may not be 
the time of the week for 
you to shower.”
–Dr. Shearer. Time of 
the week? I usually sneak 
my showers in early on in 
the season.
“Please turn in your 
homework or forever hold 
your peace.”
–Dr. Weatherman. Not 
even a single hand was 
raised, and class contin-
ued happily ever after.
Rose professors 
say crazy things. 




Pat Maweni • when you see it...
Summer, Winter, arrested for abusing Spring
A shockwave of grief and disbelief is spreading through resi-
dents of Central Indiana as news spreads of the Seasons’ ar-
rests. For several weeks, Summer and Winter–who many 
people have recently disregarded as “so out of season”–
were arrested for repeadetly abusing Spring.
 Police performed an investigation at the Seasons’ 
townhome after several citizens submitted complaints 
about how weird the weather has been. Upon enter-
ing the home, Police found Spring tied up in a cel-
lar where it had clearly been abused. Spring–who 
has been unable bring sunshine and joy into eve-
ryone’s lives–is pressing charges against Winter 
and Summer, claiming it was they who had been 
abusing it. Fall was found sleeping in the attic 
and was unaware of the abusive situation.
Police have issued a warrant for the arrest of 
the two abusive seasons, and are recommend-
ing citizens take caution. Grande Master Police Chief 
Dr. James T. McAwesome stated in a press conference, “Be wary of 
the Seasons’ presence. Early reports suggest they are still out and causing 
everyone to have a bad time.” No arrests have been made so far.
Stephen Mayhew • staff survey-maker
Flipside 27 Apr 20128
